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IMPORTANT ADDITION TO "SAUCER SMEAR" STAFF 

We are pleased to announce that Dr. Chris Roth (pictured at left) has joined us as a 
Contributing Ed.i tor, as noted on the masthead above. We have known him for years through 
phone calls and correspondence, but we have only met once. Chris describes himself as fol­
lows: 

"I am a social/cultural anthropologist by training, with specializations also in folk­
lore and linguistics. I received my Ph.D. from the University of Chicago in 2000, with a 

focus on Native Americans of northern 
-· Canada. My interest in UFOs and related 

topics is long standing ••• 

"I have taught at many different 
colleges and universities and currently 
am based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I am 

neither an experiencer nor a hoaxer and 
am neither a True Believer nor a Debunk­
er, though I am a skeptic - as, inciden­
tally, are many experiencers. I prefer 
to look at the UFO phenomenon through 
the lens of human culture, since that is 
the lens through which it comes to us, 
in the form of reports, narratives, ru­
mors, and beliefs. That is one way to 

Vince Ditchkus 

get at the truth, whatever it is." 
We remind our readers that Chris Roth is our "Designated Successor" at such time as 

we can no longer write or mail out "Smear". (Your editor is 76 years old.) We believe that 
Chris will skillfully preserve the flavor and format of our humble zine. 

For the past few years, we have had Vince Ditchkus as a Contributing Editor, and we 
are very grateful indeed for his efforts in our behalf. We have never met Vince, but he 
describes himself as followsa 

"I am an infomation technology specialist in Maryland whose career has spanned thirty 
years. My interest in Fortean phenomena and ufology began in the 1960s. I believe there 

is something going on out there; I just don't know what it is." 
We also have several other people who frequently send us good stuff (and bad) from the 

(Continued to Page 6) 



NEWS B R IEFIES 
(2) 

human history. 

In a posting entitled "Alien Autopsy 
- Game Over", fanaed British ufologist Philip 
Mantle attempts to finally close the lid on 
this ludicrous offshoot of the Roswell In­
cident. 

It was 1995 when England's Ray Santilli 
caae out with his "Alien Autopsy Video", pur­
porting to show footage from the New Mexico 
desert in 1947. The original film was said 
to have been obtained from an Aaerica.n ail­
i tary photographer long after the···�-, event. 
Ruaor had it that there was a scene showing 
then-president Harry Truman peaking into the 
autopsy tent; but alas, that scene was not in 
any of the versions we saw. What we did see 
was a hand-held camera crudely photographing 
a spectacle which, if authentic, would have 
been one of the most sensational events in 

The details of this new expose are far too long-winded for our format, but we can say 
this a After it beca.llle evident a few years ago that the film version sold to the public was 
not of 1947 vintage, Santilli claimed that the original film had deteriorated so l:adly over 
time that it had to be "re-shot". We now see clearly, through various recent confessions, 
that there never !:!!:§.any original film. The whole thing was a money-grubbing fraud! 

The autopsy video, like the Roswell Incident itself, has been exposed and re-exposed 
so aany times that we can't really believe this is the end of the line. (For more info., 
see 1f1flf.outtahear.com, Alien Autopsy Information section.) 

Our fa vorl te aemory of the alien autopsy syndrane is from the time, somewhere in the 
late 1990s, that we attended a UFO conference at a large convention hall in Mobile, Alabama. 
The video was playing continuously on a TV set in the lobby, and perhaps fifty chairs were· 
available to an ever-changing audience. There is one scene where a "doctor" is scooping up 
the insides of the alien's belly with some kind of blunt instrument. All you could see in 
the black & white image was thick, dark goo of some sort. 

We had bought a bowl of chili at a vending stand near the TV display, and decided it 
would be fun to eat it during that particular scene. The chili did look a great deal like 
the guts from the dead alien's body. Several people seated near us moved away in horror & 
disgust while we were ea. ting. The chili was very good, by the way! ••• 

Well-known UFO/paranormal investigator Stan Gordon (best known for the long-ago Kecks­
burg, Pa. landing case), has come up w1 th a really strange story from West Virginia. 

The unnamed witness was driving on a two-lane rural road at 8 a.m. around October 1st 
of last year. He slammed on his brakes when he saw, just a few yards ahead of him in the 
middle of the road, a giant bird feeding on a possum or some similar road -kill. 

The bird was at least four feet tall. Its head was higher than the roof of the car, 
according to the w1 tness. It had a long, somewha. t crooked neck, and was covered by dark 
brown or black feathers. '!he head had no feathers, and was separated from the body by a 
very dominant yellowish-orange collar of plumage. The chest area was very distinct and 
well formed. 

The most outstanding feature was the incredible wingspan of this bird. Stan Gordon 
returned with the witness to the exact location of the encounter and measured the distance 
across the road from edge to edge. What amazed the witness was the fact that the wingspan 
turned out to be at least as wide as the road, -= 21 feet or more! Said he, "The wings were 
attached like the arms of a human. There was a very muscular upper torso." 

Upon seeing the witness, the giant bird had taken off with a very awkward gait and 
disappeared from view. The whole incident lasted no more than 10 to 1.5 seconds. 

There were no other witnesses nor was there proof of any kind. Could this be West 
Virginia's legendary Mothman again, bigger and better than ever? As is so often the case, 
we will probably never know for sure •••• -. 1 ll.·, osaurs·· · ce · .. :• ��l'T,.. .., . , . _ -'J. 

. : · ·ffi:eli --B:ion · l - . .. . . . 0'�. -- ' --· . 

STATUE OF VIRGIN MARY 
TELLS RAUNCHY JOKES 
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In sending us this item, Vince Ditchkus CODUilents at the top of the page, "If this 

isn't 'Smear' worthy, I can' t think of wha. t is. " 
You have prol:ably heard of Val (short for Valiant) Thor (the Norse god of war?) He 

sounds like a comic book superhero, but actually he is a supposed extraterrestrial - cap­
tain of a star ship which has apparently been in the vicinity of Earth for quite a long tiae. 

We always assumed Val was the fictional (?) star of the book "Stranger at the Penta­
gon", published by ufologist Frank Stranges in the late 1950s. This has been Dr. Stranges' 
most successful book, and for the past few years we have awaited confirmation from him that 
it is going to be made into a major motion picture - possibly starring John Travolta. So far, 
there has been no such confirmation. 

Meanwhile, a 77-year-old woman named Patti Jeanne Spencer has just come forward, claim­
ing that in 1950, when she was "a nineteen year old virgin'', she met CODUilander Thor and ac­
tually married hill at a "celestial bonding covenant" on July 17th, 1950, at Onomea Bay, Mau, 
Hawaii. Thie union was sealed by a priest of the Polynesian Religion. Patti adds that 
rwlOrs of Val having another wife on Venus are untrue. (Iba we definitely believe!) 

The reason Patti is upset at this particular time is that she fears "sex scenes" of 
her & Val will be used in Stra.nges' movie, for profit. It is not clear why these alleged 
sex scenes were preserved and now about to be stolen, but Patti fears that the good Doctor 
will be making extra money by enhancing his lllOvie with these scenes. Even though she is old 
and broke, Patti does not want to be exploited in this way, and we can't blame her. However, 
we do know that 1950 is years earlier than Stra.nges' claims to have heard of Val Thor. Ap­
parently the good Commander was getting around our planet quite a lot_before Stranges became 
aware of hill: 

Dr. Stra.nges has warned us that the aotion picture aay be fictionalized a bit (!) to 
make it more appealing to the masses, but he never aentioned (slurp, drool!) any Sex Scenes! 

Patti is writing her own book about all this, though we won't hold our breath till its 
publication. In it she tells the whole story, including her visit to Val's small Scout Ship 
and to his auch larger Coaunand Ship, where she was introduced to the crew. 

We eagerly awa.i t an update from Frank Stranges (whoa we have been in touch w1 th for 
many years) , as to just what is going on here: ••• 

There are far too many UFO conventions 
for us to keep t:ra·ok. of� but. one that we wish 
we could attend is "Retro UFO J", due to take 
place April 26th-27th at the legendary "In­
tegratron", in Landers, California. Speakers 
will include Nick Redfern, mo, like Stanton 
Friedman, is everywhere at the same tillle. 
{Amazing! ) 

Also present will be Guy Malone {Master 
of Cereaonies); George Noory of ••coast to 
Coast" radio; Paul Kiml:allJ Greg BishopJ Bob 
Short, and others. Only Short goes all the 
way lack to the 1950s-1970s period when 
George van Tassel's annual conventions at 
nearby Giant Rock were the hottest thing in 
ufology - with contactees galore, good drugs, and lots of fun in the wide open spaces! 

Your editor attended three times, once with .the legendary Gray Barker. This trip led 
to one of his endless soft-cover books, called appropriately "Gray Barker's Book of Giant 
Rock". 

As some of you may know, the "Integratron" was built by Van Tassel with donations from 

his many fans, but it was never finished. The blueprint came telepathically from the Space 
People • . It stil_l �tands isolated on the desert, w1 th a round dome looking like an astro­

nomical observatory from the outside. We saw the inside once, in the old days, and it is 
empty. Yet it is nevertheless still considered a sort of "fountain of youth", and many peo-

ple report cures & health improvements of various sorts, etc. • • 

"Interview with a Snake"!? This is the title of a short article in the March 200e 

issue of Fate Magazine - an offbeat periodical that has been grinding along for almost 60 
years. However, in all that time, we have never read anything quite like this. 

It seems that editor & publisher Phyllis Galde has recently adopted a five-foot red-
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tailed boa constrictor that had somehow been abandoned in an apartment for a month, without 
food or water. The interview with this snake was done by an ''animal communicator" named 
Cathy Malkin-Currea, who apparently earns a living from this sort of thing. 

Although it is mentioned that snakes have a brain "the size of a grain of sand" ( this 
sounds even worse than reality! ), this particular boa speaks very intelligently in the in­
terview. The snake is female. Her main thrust is that humans should be more tolerent of 
snakes, respect their intelligence and their need for freedom, etc. Says the unnamed snakes 
"I feel that I am extremely intelligent and capable. of taking care of my needs, which has 
nothing to do w1. th brain size." 

Before you start worrying about the brain size of Fate subscribers, let us reassure 
you that the other articles in this issue are at least somewhat more plausible than this 
one. Though Most of the articles are about ghosts these days, in the past Fate has publish­
ed material by world-renouned Fortean researchers such as James w. Moseley, and uny others. 
Famed author Brad Steiger continues to write for them. �r£ you have subscription questions, 
call 600-?28-2?30 ••• 

Baelians Rocket frc. Clones to Clitorises a The Raelian UFO cult always seems to ·cane 
up with a new activity saaehow involving Sex, which is a cen tra.l theme of their pseudo-re­
ligion. One remembers awhile 'tack when they claimed to have cloned the first human l:aby. 
In spite of much media interest, this claim was never substantiated. 

Now they are attacking a l:arbaric cust011, mainly practiced in Africa, in which the fe­
male eli toris is deliberately mutilated. '!heir clinic will do eli toris reconstruction, but 
it is clear that the cult does not have the facilities to help more than a very few woaen 
at a time. 

'!he Raelians have recruited a woman named Marci Bowers, who runs a thriving sex-change 
clinic in Trinidad, Colorado, and has been called the "rock star" of tra.nsgender surgery. 
Bowers ie a "post-op transsexual'' herself. 

Surgeries to reverse African-style genital cutting have become fairly common in Europe 
as African iuigrants become more westernized. However, few doctors go the extra etep - not 
just d1 vi ding the sewn -together skin, but also constructing a new eli toris. 

This new Raellan lllission, if it is on the level, is a praise-worthy human! tarian ef­
fort. But the whole subject is rather sickening, we must admit! (This item thanks to "Ray 
X" of the "Ray X X-Rayer" zine) •• •• 

Drawing by witness. 

·sorta looks like Phil Klass, doesn't it? 

this fascinating case are at 
engine. 

Greg Bishop calls attention to a post by Mac Tonnies 
of "Posthuman Blues", cOIIlJilenting on the 196? abduction of 
patrolman Herbert Schirmer of Nebraska. ('Ibis case is #20 
on the list of the all-time top 100 UFO sightings, publish­
ed in our last issue.) 

Schirmer saw what looked llke a disabled truck near 
the side of a highway. It was actually an oval object with 
red lights shining froll inside, hovering about eight feet 
above the ground. 

The incident seemed to last about ten minutes, but 
there wa.e "missing time" of almost an hour. Fued abduction 
researcher Dr. Leo Sprinkle regressed hill, and it was then 
learned that three 5-foot-tall human-looking beings had ap­
proached Schirmer. The apparent leader had spoken with him 
and given him a brief tour of the interior of the craft. The 
ufonauts all wore tight-fitting unifoms with an insignia 
depicting a winged serpent. 

This weird incident eventually ruined Schirmer's life 
and his career in the police department. More details on 

''UFO Evidence", or just enter "Herbert Schiraer" on any search 

The "punch-line" of this case is that one of the beings Schirmer talked with left him 
with this admoni tiona "We !!!:!:!!:. you to believe !!!_ !m• but not too !!!!:!.Qb.. •• 

Here is something we consider to be a unique, serious clue to the nature of the Mys­
tery. But wha. t exactly does it mean??? • •• 

(Here we have two lines left over, with nothing to put in this extra space. Move on toP. 5) 
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The UFO documentary producer & "The Other Side of Troth" blogger known to us all as 

Paul Kimball is always amusing and amazing. He has just released the results of his 2007 
Zorgy Awards, plus new inductees for his halls of Fame and Shame. 

"Smear" and its editor did not do particularly well this time, but it could be worse. 
England • s "Fortean Times" quite deservedly again came in first by a very wide margin, re 
print publications. Far behind were (ugh! ) "UFO Magazine'', "Fate•t_,_ and finally, 4th out of 
4 - "Saucer Smear". (Whatever happened to the MUFON Journal??) 

' 

In the category of "Best UFO/Para.normal Trouble-Maker" (whatever that means), the top 
two were Alfred Lehmberg and Jeremy Vaeni - - both being rather incoherent "UFO Magazine" 
columnists. Then comes your humble editor, and finally David Biedny of "The Paracast" in­
ternet radio show. Egads! 

The new Hall of Fame inductees are John Keel and (ugh!) Art Bell. Well-deserved in­
ductees for the notorious Hall of Shame are Kal K. Korff and Linda Moulton Cowe ••• 

Moving on - Kimball has created a new system for rating ufologists whose opinions he 
considers "Looney Tunes". Inspired by a particularly absurd rant by exopoli tics extremist 
Ed Komarek, Kimball's new system is somewhat similar to those created by Jacques Vallee and 
J. Allen Hynek to classify UFO sightings and encounters. 

In increasing order of absurd! ty, we have "Porky Pig", "Bugs Bunny", "Yosemite Sam", 
"Daffy Duck", and "Tasmanian Devil". Komarek, a well-intentioned extremist whom we know 
personally, fits into the category of "IB.ffy Duck", according to Kimball. 

Ain't Science Grand! ••• 

·�·· 

A few issues back we ran a photo & short article about 
what appears to be a new ufological phenomenon - namely the 
so-called Drones or Dragonfly Drones. We were hoping they 
would just go away, but they haven't. To us they look like 
cOilputer-generated models, or at least we can say that they 
hardly look like objects likely to be entering our atmosphere 
from Far Away. If they exist at all, they are probably weird 
devices used by some governmental entity for a specific pur-
pose. 

Information on the Drones is somewhat contradictory. 
They are seen mainly in the southwest, mainly in dense for­
ests, mainly near military bases, or near power lines. There 
are at least forty photos since 2007 and quite a few named 
witnesses. Yet we feel that something is really wrong here. 
One commentator said that the strange gears, etc. look a lot 
like bicycle parts. Maybe it's just that the Space People 
have decided to tease us in an interesting new way. Stay 

. tuned! ••• 

Here's a self-serving scenario if ever there was one: Two Oklahoma film makers claim 
that they were abducted by aliens last year, and they are now making a motion picture about 
their experiences. For some reason 1 t is called "Cerebral Print a The Secret Files" • 

One of the men, named Ford Austin, statesc ''There was a ship and some shadowy fig� 
ures that surrounded me, and I looked over at my partner to discover that they had him spread 
out on a table and were poking him with some kind of probe." 

The other man says, gleefully, that ·the story .is true, and he even has the scars to 
prove 1 t. Says he 1 "I 'm singing it from the roof tops. I was probed!" 

The movie is a collection of alien abduction stories, government agent interviews, & 
"artistic recreations" (some fakery here??) of alien encounters. For more info., contact 
(we kid you not) a Angry Baby Monkey Pictures at a email@angrybabymonkey.com. • • • 

We have mentioned this before, but some scientists get really worried when we send 

radio messages into Outer Space. They fear that malevolent aliens may tune in and then come 
to Earth for the purpose of doing us ham. 

Currently, NASA is broadcasting the Beatles' song "Across the Universe". Former Bea-
tle Paul McCartney and John Lennon's widow Yoko Ono are pleased; but New Science magazine 
asks whether such signals could expose us to the risk of an attack which would not other­
wise occur. 

Humankind has already given away our position in the solar system and information 
about human biology on the Voyager and Pioneer probes. So keep your Eye on the Sky! 
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internet &: from newspapers. They include Matt Graeber, Steve Barnett, the semi-mysterious 
"Ray X", Michael Dennett, Rob MacGregor, Bill Nash, and several others. 

Incidentally, Bill Nash, now 2Qish, is half of the Pan American Airlines team of Nash 
and Fontenberry who made the still-famous 1952 UFO sighting which is #44 on our list of the 
100 all-time top UFO cases, published in our last issue. 

Our thanks again to all who have helped ••• 

NEWS BR IEF IES 

Long-time Cleveland ufologioal researcher Rick Hilberg 
continues to publish two quarterly zines and to occasionally 
come out with one of his $9 special booklets on some inter­
esting aspect of the UFO mystery. 

His latest $9 t011e is called "A Significant Ufological 
Year - 1966". Indeed, that was the year of the still-remem-
bered Michigan "marsh gas" flap, as well as several other RICK HILBERG classic cases - such as the long-forgotten Brazilian "lead 
mask" double murder which had very strong ufologioal over-
tones. 

For :your "Smear" editor, 1966 was the year when we leaped from total obscurity to a 
{temporary) near-celebrity status, as a nation-wide college lecturer and very frequent 
guest on radio and television in New York City. It was also apparently the year that the 
late, great Dr. J. Allen Hynek started to doubt the validity of the Air Force's totally neg­
ative stance on the UFO subject. 

In our last issue, we questioned why !lQD!. of the "top 100 UFO cases of all times" has 
occurred within the past twenty years. In a very informal poll, some people have told us 
that it's just nostalgia, or else the fact that abductions have somewhat taken the place of 
J-D close encounters. 

Now, after reading Hilberg's opus, we think we know what the real answer iss These 
days, very few saucer sightings are close enough to the observer to be totally unambiguous. 
Reacing this book about 1966, we see again and again structural details of the craft, de­
tailed descriptions of lighting, size and shape, etc. Thus, the event must be deliberately 
made up or else true as reported. There is n2 � for interpretation or honest mistakes. 

Even more interesting is the fact that the more details there are, the more 
these details E:l:Y. from case to case: If we are looking for a composite, typical UFO, there 
just isn't any. It really seems that some Force out there is simply playing with us! Some 
day hopefully we may find out who is doing this and why. 

Anyhow, Rick Hilberg's J6�e $9 soft-cover book can be obtained for (guess how 
much?) nine dollars &t 1 377 Race Street, Berea, Ohio 44017. 

And, we should tell you that we are still stuck with several copies of Hilberg's pre-
vious opus, called "Jim Moseley and the 'Saucer News' Years" - approximately 19.54 to 1968. 
This too is $9 {reduced fran $10!) and can be obtained from " Saucer Smear" Headquarters •••• 

Here's another update on James ("The Amusing") Randi 's "Million Dollar Challenge". As 
mentioned in our February 15th issue, the rules are being tightened regarding eligibility, 
and there's a final deadline of March 6th, 2010. No longer can just anyone at all float 
through a wall of Randi 's headquarters and attempt to win the prize. It now must be some­
one with a well-known track record in the para.nonnal field. Translation a The big-name psy­
chics have so far been too smart to apply, for various reasons; so the Foundation has not 
been getting as much publicity as expected. 

· 

Our new info is that the million bucks will not be given tack to donors, but will be 
used for other purposes. Says Randi 1 "'!he prize funds will then be available to generally 
add to our flexibility. This move will free us to do many more projects, which will be an­
nounced at that time, " ( c: 2010) • 

We wonder what these "other purposes" might be. Perhaps a remodeling of Randi 's liv­
ing quarters, or maybe even a free one-way trip to the Moon for this famous anti-psychic 
guru. As the late George Adamski so often said, "Time Will Tell". 

ARCHAEOLOGIST FINDS 
LEPRECHAUN COLONY! 

"BOSSES FIND £20m 
�W" THE DRAIN 

Scientists breed world's 
first mentally ill mouse 
Sunda, TimLS, 29 Jul1 2007. 
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Our old friend CARLOS MENTIRA writesa 

"I've got to tell you how much better 'Smear' has become in the past couple of years 
or so, now that you have all this neat Internet stuff to choose from. You really only print 
the best of the best! 

"I am also glad that you have turned more to outstanding Fortean items of all sorts, 
rather than reprinting second or third rate UFO sightings. It is indeed true that much few­
er UFO cases give close-up details than they did in the past. This must be why the "100 
Best Cases" include none a.t all from the past twenty years. (Of course, it could be that ab­
ductions are taking their place. ) 

"If the Mystery is ever solved, you will always be remembered in the forefront of 
those who made the solution possible. 

"P .s 1 Regarding live fish falling from the sky, as mentioned in your last issue 1 

Charles Fort used to say, tongue-in -cheek, that they fall when giant spaceships hovering 
above Earth empty out their holding tanks. Could this be true? ..... 

MATT GRAEBER writes 1 

" ••• I'm concerned about Mr. Huggins not being able to immediately service both of those 
alien beauties depicted in his painting. I always thought of David as Ufology's energizer 
bunny. But sadly, it seems his battery is failing a bit lately. Hey, what the hell happen­
ed to the mantis-like creatures that used to watch all the fun and games?" 

Dreaded skeptic MICHAEL DENNETT writes1 

"Many thanks for another informative issue of 'Saucer Smear'. Your newsletter always 
brings a delightful mix of data and entertaining silliness. However, I feel you should be 
challenged on an item in the most recent issue1 

" You use the word 'artist' too casually. Calling David Huggins an artist is a stretch. 
I hope this doesn't come as a surprise, but the 'painting' shown in your issue is awful. Real 
artists don't have to add words ('Whoa Ladies?' ) to tell the viewer what's happening. The 
'Mona Lisa' doesn't say 'I am mysterious' , nor does mivard Munch's painting 'The Scream' need 
a caption. Ed•rd Hooper's much-copied 'Nighthawks' doesn't use dialogue balloons for the 
people in the dinner. 

"Actually, you prove my point. In your description you say 'the alien ladies indicate 
w1 thout words that they want to have Sex with Huggins.' This is not what it looks like to 
me. The 'lady' on the right clearly has her aras crossed. I don't know what your experience: 
with the fair sex might be, but crossed arms are not an indication a woaan wants sex. '!be 
alien female on the left, holding her breasts, seems aore like she is taunting hia than in­
viting him to have sex ••• " 

And, CHRIS ROTH wr1 tes as follows 1 

" ••• I appreciated the extensive write-up of Stephenville, Texas, in the latest 'Smear'. 
I suppose Stephenville has now entered the lore as a major flap. I also enjoyed the write­
up on Scientology. I have always been curious to know the exact nature of the UFO beliefs 
that lie secretly at the center of that cult. Hubbard's early relationship w1 th Satanists 
may or may not be relevant to it. Discussions of UFO sects often focus on Unarians, Rael­
ians, etc. However, Scientology and the Nation of Islam are two more or less aainstream 
groups,of which everyone has heard, that have saucer beliefs at their core - though they 
avoid the topic in their publicity ••• 

"I think I may have mentioned this already, but Martin Kottmeyer's first book has come 
out, published by Ananalist Press. I helped him w1 th parts of it and got a complimentary 
copy. It's called 'An Alien Who's Who' and is an alphabetical caapendium of named alien en­
tities from contact and abduction lore (Orthon, Aura Rhanes, Semjase, etc. ) It is fleshed 
out with a couple of interesting essays - one on whether Aleister Crowley's drawing of a 
bald mystic named 'Lam' was in some sense the first Grey; and another on why it is that 

Venus looms so large as a home to aliens in contactee lore despite the near impossibility of 
life existing there ••• " 
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Our old friend GEORGE EARLEY, one of the very few sane columnists writing for UFO Mag­

azine, writes us as followsa 

"In ancient times, kings killed messengers who brought 'bad news1 We are more sophis­
ticated today. We merely denigrate the observer if we don't like what he claims to have 
seen. And so it is with Robert Sheaffer, who employed hearsay and innuendo to try to dis­
credit a UFO sighting witnessed by former Arizona governor John Fife Symington III. 

"Had Sheaffer bothered to investigate, he would have learned that Symington never wrote 
a book about the financial accusations that led to his resignation from office. But such a 
book - 'Impeachments The Arizona Conspiracy' - was written and privately published in 1988, 
by one-time Arizona governor Evan Mecham, following his impeachment earlier that year for 
financial improprities. 

"Privately published books do not get the promotional attention that major publishing 
houses do. If the author wants sale8, he hits the road, flogging his book at every possible 
venue. So that 'pathetic little man' Sheaffer saw over a decade ago was �likely Mr. Mec­
ham, not Symington. But then, knowing that, Sheaffer couldn't flange up an honest reason 
to disbelieve Symington's sighting (which, as we all know, was but one of many, many sight­
ings in Phoenix that night ), could he?" 

However, Symington is a "nut case", having staged the ridiculous anti-alien press conference 
scene pictured on the masthead of our January lOth issue. - Editor. 

KIM CUPPLES , one of our newest non -subscribers, wr1. tes a 

"I enjoyed your appearance on the Para.cast internet radio show. You have a very down 
to earth manner and a wry sense of huaor - self-depreciating, yet very articulate and in­
foma.tive. Your 'designated successor' Chris Roth was also very interesting and info:r:ma­
tive." 

MAC TONNIES, an l.11tellectaul whom we admire, has written this item - not to us, but to 
the "SETI.org" web sitea 

" ••• Why would visiting aliens behave in such a maddeningly elusive manner, eschewing 
open contact, yet persistently presenting themselves in the aost bizarre context? Moreover, 
what can we make of the nagging folkloric parallels documented by Dr. Jacques Vallee? 

"While humanoid aliens engaged in a scientific study of our planet might very well 
reveal themselves from time to time. UFO researchers must grapple with the peculiarly the­
actrical flavor that accompanies so many credible sightings. It seems that whatever we're 

� w1 tnessing is intentionally tricking us, adopting prudent disguises that fit the reigning 
zeitgeist. 

"Vallee - and other researchers of an esoteric bent - suspect we're the recipients of 
a social engineering campaign that has little or nothing to do w1 th flesh-and-blood visitors. 
If he's right, we might be on the cusp of a new way of addressing ET contact that enlivens 
the UFO debate and casts new light on our own future." 
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• from NICOLA PITTAM 
In Los Angeles 

ALIENS do exist - they· 
love to party and smell of 
cheese, according to a 
C� Enc�un!ers expert. 


